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Health Minister briefed on
stem cell advances

By Francis Casperan

Adult stem cell application is forging new

grounds in the medical arena - with
treatment of heart disease, cartilage regeneration
and is progressively being applied for various other
degenerative conditions with possible cures for
blood disorders and blood cancers.

In view of Malaysia’s aim to boost its standing as the
region’s leading healthcare provider, Health Minister
Dato’Liow Tiong Lai was recently given a briefing on
the status of stem cell therapeutics in Malaysia.

The briefing in Kuala Lumpur was jointly hosted
by three leading organizations in the medical and
bioscience industry - HSC Sdn Bhd, Kuala Lumpur
Sports Medicine Centre (KLSMC) Sdn Bhd and
StemLife Therapeutics Sdn Bhd.

HSC Medical Centre Director and Consultant
Cardiologist Dr Soo Chee Siong described how both
locally and internationally, patients who have been
treated with stem cells for cardiac conditions have
made significant improvements.

"Hospital facilities from Germany, Korea, USA and
Thailand have published significant data to show that
cardiac stem cell therapy has had very positive effects
for patients in certain stages of heart failure. This
form of therapy presents a very exciting alternative
for patients who have already exhausted all current
forms of treatment for their condition,” he said.

Opened in 2003, HSC Medical Centre is one of
the world’s leading One-Stop medical, heart and
diagnostic centers, with internationally-trained
medical professional, fully computerized system
integration and state-of-the-art diagnostic and
therapeutic equipment.

Director and Consultant Cardiologist, Dr Soo Chee
Siong, pioneered stem cell therapies for patients
with heart conditions in Malaysia. Since 2006, he
has significantly improved the lives of patients
inflicted with chronic heart disease by administering
autologous peripheral blood stem cell therapy.

KLSMC Founding Director and Orthopaedic Surgeon
Dr Saw Khay Yong emphasised the importance of
stem cell application for joint injuries and spoke of
pioneering groundbreaking studies into cartilage
regeneration.

“International statistics show that many patients, of
all ages, undergo some form of arthroscopic surgery
for orthopaedic conditions,” he said. In patients with
articular cartilage degeneration, stem cell therapy
may assist in delaying the need for a prosthetic knee
replacement, a common end-solution offered to
patients.

Dr Saw said, ‘Compared to other publicised stem
cell options offered overseas, what we offer here
provides effective healing in cartilage damage at a
fraction of the cost!

KLSMC was founded with an emphasis on sports-
related injuries and its two founders, Dr Saw Khay
Yong and Dr Tay Yong Guan, brought with them
considerable experience and expertise in General
Orthopaedics with a focus on sports injuries,
arthroscopic surgery and total knee replacements.

The Centre, through Dr Saw and his team of
orthopaedic surgeons, has successfully applied stem
cell therapy for joint cartilage degeneration in more
than 90 patients since early 2007. Patients who have
undergone the non-invasive procedure, utilising






